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OUR EVANGELICAL 
HERITAGE 


By George Bezirganian, M.D. 


Celebration is one 
of the ingredients of 
the warp and woof 
of life. Man cele- 
brates almost any- 
thing and every- 
thing. The proud 
father struts into his 
office with his vest 
pockets sticking out 
with cigars to an- 
nounce the birth of 

Dr. George Bezirganian a son; proud parents 
call friends to rejoice with them over the baptism of a child; 
Parades and marches are organized to remember victorious 
wars. 

Consider the respect granted to mothers on the second 
Sunday of May. The holiday is only 76 years old; but it has 
already achieved national status — Congress declared the 
day a holiday. The originator was Anna M. Jarvis. On May 9, 
1905, she used the day as a memorial to her mother. It has 
been celebrated on the second Sunday in May ever since. 
To mention Mother’s Day and to forget Father’s Day would 
be inappropriate. Father’s Day has not yet been declared a 
national holiday by Congress, but it did begin in the year 
1910 at the suggestion of Mrs. John Bruce Dodd. The day 
was set for the third Sunday of June and was Officially re- 
cognized by Presidents Woodrow Wilson and Calvin Coolidge. 

Yes, all “celebratable” events have an origin. So does the 
Armenian Evangelical Movement whose adherents will ob- 
serve the 135th Anniversary of that mini reformation on 
July 1. In 1846, our forefathers founded the first Evangelical 
Church of Armenia. Notice carefully that it was not then 
named Armenian Evangelical Church — that nomenclature 
became in vogue later, perhaps because it was easier to utter 
it or because our forefathers were not inside Armenia pro- 
Per. It is important to emphasize, therefore, that the move- 
ment was as Armenian as apple pie is American. Neither did 
our forefathers want to separate from the Church of Ar- 
menia. They were finally obliged to separate because their 
hopes and desires for reform within the Armenian Church 
were not only left unfulfilled but on the contrary the believers 
were criticized, ridiculed, and persecuted. As G.H. Chopour- 
tan notes in his The Armenian Evangelical Reformation: 
Causes and Effects, the fundamental cause of the separation 
was a “cumulative one.” “The aggressive missionary zeal, 
the New England theology, and the life of the missionaries,” 
he writes, “coupled with a fear-laden isolationism and strict 
nationalism of the Armenian Apostolic Church inherited 
over the centuries in self-defense, along with other factors 
George Bezirganian, M.D. of Middletown, N.Y., is Vice President of the 
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both external and internal made a clash — and hence separa- 
tion — almost inevitable from the early beginning. That is, 
the cumulative effect of all these factors form the fundamen- 
tal cause for the separation rather than any one individual 
factor.” Our Protestant forefathers attempted to (1) revive 
the flickering faith of the people, (2) lift up their ethical and 
moral mores and (3) emphasize the necessity of living in ac- 
cordance with the Word of God as revealed in the Scrip- 
tures. These efforts were not appreciated. As a result they 
made many sacrifices and endured great suffering for their 
vicarious efforts to bring about reform. 

But, history has a way of turning trials and tribulations into 

constructive channels of service. From the commencement 
of the first church on Sunday, July 1, 1846 until the time of 
the Armenian Genocide in 1915 an unbelievable revival oc- 
“curred among Armenians in the spiritual, social, educational 
and literary realms. The Bible became a household word 
and a precious possession. Many institutions mushroomed 
in the Armenian homeland occupied by Turkey: (1) 137 
churches in 4 unions of churches served by 179 ordained 
pastors and licensed preachers; (2) 369 primary and 44 
secondary schools served by 850 teachers; (3) 8 major 
colleges and 5 seminaries. The Armenian genocide event 
wiped out all that growth, but there came about a period of 
reconstruction when Armenian Evangelical life blossomed 
up again in about 15 countries in the world. 

Thus, an unwelcomed movement became a bane to soci- 
ety just as Mother’s and Father’s Days have become such 
stimulating experiences in American life. Historians have 
listed no less than 10 to 15 benefits that the Evangelical 
Reformation contributed to Armenian life. 

One of these benefits was the founding in 1918 of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America which played 


This seal struck on the occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the Armenian 
Evangelical Movement depicts (1) Ararat, (2) the Cross, (3) the Bible and 
(4) light emanating from Christ. The symbols demonstrate the Armenian- 
ness of the movement, the vicarious suffering of Christ for our sake, the 
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a providential role in the revitalizing of 
the Armenian Evangelical Movement as 
well as the life of the Armenian nation in 
general. 

Through its forceful efforts, the 
AMAA became able first to take care of 
the physical needs of our people; then, 
it reached out to help people in their 
social, educational and spiritual needs 
by helping them in the building of chur- 
ches, schools, clinics, social service cen- 
ters, publishing houses, etc. 

I hope I may be forgiven for a person- 
al reflection! | was born and grew up to 
adulthood in Lebanon. I am thankful for 
the way my parents raised me. | am also 
thankful for the way our Evangelical 
Churches, Sunday Schools, Christian 
Endeavor Societies and local leaders 
helped me in my Christian upbringing. | 
am grateful for the education I received 
in our schools in Lebanon, which pre- 
Pared and enabled me to enter into the 
Profession of my choice. I would like to 
see these institutions kept stronger than 
they were in the past so that they may 

help our people in the Middle East 
which is in a political and financial chaos 
at the present. 

The AMAA, our churches and the in- 
dividual members of our community 
have to do our best to prepare ourselves 
for the challenge of the next decades. 
We cannot stand still for that would 
mean defeat; we have to progress if we 
do not wish to stagnate or regress. 

In this regard, I would ask all of you 
to help the AMAA with your sugges- 
tions, prayers and financial support so 
that we will together be able to pass the 
Torch of Faith that we received from 
Our forefathers and fathers to our chil- 
dren and the generations to follow. 


A Father’s Prayer 
(Reportedly written by Gen. Douglas MacArthur 


as part of his morning devotions) 
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THE STEPHEN PHILIBOSIAN 
FOUNDATION DONATES $100,000 TO 
THE ARMENIAN MISSIONARY 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


A pau : irman of the Stephen Philibosian Foundation, presenting 
el gt fae Cee Pee George Philibosian (no relation) while Dr. 
$100,000 check to the Executive Director (left) and the Rev. Vartkes Kassouni, Pastor 
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towards the $250,000 pledge, will serve 
the causes of the Armenian Evangelical 
Union of North America. The quarter 
million dollars which will constitute a 
special AEUNA Endowment Fund, will 
be held in a special portfolio with the 
AMAA and the income of its invest- 
ments will be distributed to the many 
projects of the AEUNA. 

The benevolence of the Stephen Phili- 
bosian Foundation provides generous 
financial assistance to many other 
causes such as The Armenian Assemb- 
ly, the Haigazian College, local evangeli- 
cal churches, the Armenian Social Cen- 
ter in Hollywood, close to thirty Armen- 
ian elementary and high schools and 
many other Armenian institutions. 


Mrs. Joyce Philibosian Stein, Chair- 
man of the Stephen Philibosian Fonda- 
tion, made a generous donation of 
$100,000 to the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America recently at a 
meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Association convened at the United Ar- 
menian Congresational Church in Holly- 
wood, Calif. The donation is part of a 
$250,000 pledge made to the AMAA 
by the Foundation on the Sixtieth Anni- 
versary of the AMAA celebrated ‘ 
1978. The Philibosians, who are well 
known philanthropists in the U.S. and 
abroad, have always shown a keen 
interest in the work of the AMAA. 

This and former donations, along 
with the ones to be made in the future 


The Inspirational Connor 


compassion for those who fail. 

“Build me a son whose heart will be clean, whose goal will 
be high; a son who will master himself before he seeks to 
master other men; one who will learn to laugh, yet never 


“Build me a son, O Lord, who will be strong enough : 
know when he is weak, and brave enough to face himse 
when he is afraid; one who will be Ress ae unbending in 
h humble and gentle in victory. 

saul Be : pm whose wishes will not take the place of 
deeds. whose wishbone will not be where his backbone 
should be: a son who will know Thee —and that to know 
himself is tie foundation stone of all true knowledge. 

“Lead him, I pray, not in the paths of ease of comfort, but 
under the stress and spur of difficulties and challenge. Here 
let him learn to stand-up in the storm; here let him learn 
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forget how to weep; one who will reach far into the future, 
yet never forget the past. 

(“And after all these things are his, add, I pray, enough of 
a sense of humor so that he may always be serious, yet 
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“Than I, his father, UI 
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THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL UNITING 
CHURCH OF SYDNEY 


Christian Endeavor Society members of the Sydney Church with 
Dr. & Mrs. P.V. Haig (left center) and Rev. & Mrs. A. Philibossian 


Pictures courtesy of Dr. & Mrs. Vahe Haig. 


(right center). 


Recently my husband and I returned 
from a visit to Australia, five days of 
which were a mission to Sydney for the 
AMAA, to bring greetings in person to 
the Armenian Evangelical Uniting 
Church there, and to observe firsthand 
how the church is getting along. We 
found distinct signs of a new vitality, 
and over and over again we received 
this message: 

“We are far away from other Armen- 
ians all over the world, but we want 
very much to keep in touch. Please 
don’t forget us; let’s keep praying for 
each other and writing and visiting as 
often as possible.” 

Our first encounter was at a meeting 
of the newly-elected church council at 
the home of the Moderator, Mr. Sarkis 
Aroyan. Other members present includ- 
ed Abraham Aroyan, Araxie Ishkanian, 
Hagop Jambazyan, Levon Levonian 
(Treasurer) , Garo Soghomonian, 
Stephen Stepanian, and Pastor Avedis 
Philipossian. They told us of a number 
of difficulties they had had which, until 
recently, had threatened the very exist- 
ence of the church. But, they have dealt 
with the problems and are optimistic for 
the future. They are eager to become an 
active member of the world family of 
Armenian Evangelicals. They explained 


Mrs. Alice Haig of South Laguna, Calif., is Vice 
President of the AMAA. Aside from serving on 
the Board of Directors and the Executive Commit- 
tee, she heads the Search Committee for the em- 
ployment of an AMAA West coast worker and is a 
member of the Constitution & Bylaws Committee 
of the Association. She is also active in church and 
community affairs in the southern California area. 


their needs and indicated their apprecia- 
tion for any help the AMAA might give 
now. They also look forward to the day 
when they not only will be self-sufficient 
but also will help others. 

The energy and enthusiasm of the 
congregation was again reflected at the 
worship service on Sunday morning, 
February 22, at which about one 
hundred attended. This service was 
planned and conducted by a group of 
fifteen young people on the occasion of 
the first anniversary of their Christian 
Endeavor Society. Their membership, 
starting with four, has almost quadrupled, 
and is still gaining momentum. Mr. 
Hagop Jambazyan, President, made an 
enthusiastic statement of their threefold 
dedication: “to serve Christ, the Church, 
and the Nation.” He also gave a good 
pep talk to the group of about twenty 
Sunday School children present. The 
pastor, the Rev. Avedis Philipossian, 
offered the invocation and benediction, 
and gave a few words of inspiration. A 
kindly and devoted man, he has helped 
the congregation survive through their 
difficult beginnings. He and his family 
serve the church and the community 
with love and dedication, and encourage 
others to participate. His daughter Susan 
is church pianist. Other young people 
that morning presented a history of the 
Christian Endeavor Society, a report of 
their activities for the year, and a per- 
sonal choral number. I had been in- 
vited to bring the day’s message at the 
end of the service. It was a welcome op- 
portunity to describe the current work of 
the AMAA to interested listeners, and to 
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Council members of the 
Australia. L. to R: Sarkis Aroyan, Abraham Aroyan, Rev. Ave- 
dis Philipossian, Stepan Stepanian, Levon Levonian, Araxie 
Ishkhanian, Hagop Jambazian and Garo Soghomonian. 


By Alice Haig 
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Armenian Uniting Church of Sydney, 


assure them that the AMAA is always 
interested in their needs and their pro- 
gress. It was a real privilege to congratu- 
late the church, especially the youth, on 
their accomplishments and to give them 
encouragement for the future. 

The hospitality of the congregation at 
the reception following the service was 
warm and cordial, and reflected both 
the vitality within the congregation and 
their delight in having personal contact 
once more with Armenian Evangelical 
representatives from abroad. They re- 
membered previous occasions when the 
Rev. Dr. Chopourian, the Rev. Bernard 
Guekguezian, and the Rev. Hovhannes 
Aharonian had visited them. 

The efforts of these Armenian Evan- 
gelicals are recognized and appreciated 
outside the church itself both by the 
Australian Evangelicals and by the Ar- 
menian Apostolic community. The day 
after the council meeting, through the 
courtesy of Mr. Levonian, we visited the 
Rev. Robert Smith at the headquarters 
of the Board of Missions of the Uniting 
Church of Australia. In charge of ethnic 
church matters, he showed concern for 
the welfare of the Armenian congrega- 
tion, admiration for their efforts, and in- 
terest in continuing to help with their 
needs. The building in which the con- 
gregation worships is donated rent-free 

by the Australian Uniting Church, re- 
quiring only that the congregation 
provide the maintenance. Additional 
help for pastoral support is also offered 
as needed. 

On Saturday, through the courtesy of 
Mr. Hagop Jambazyan and accompanied 


by the Rev. Philipossian, we visited the 
Tarkmanchats Saturday Armenian 
School. Some of the Armenian Evan- 
Gelical congregation are both on the 
faculty and in the student body of the 
school. Here, too, we found a lively 
bunch of Armenians who seemed very 
happy to be there. We learned that the 
day starts and closes with prayer. We 
witnessed the singing of the Hayr Mer 
by the whole student body of three 
hundred at the closing exercises of that 
day; it was an inspiration to hear and 
see. The Australian government do- 
nates the use of the facilities of the very 
Well maintained and extensive Willough- 
by Elementary School campus, requir- 
ing only a nominal charge for utilities 
and cleaning. 

The Australian government also en- 
Courages strengthening of ethnic units 
by providing a radio station dedicated 
totally to ethnic programs. The head of 
this overall project is an Armenian. Tues- 
day and Thursday evenings are both al- 
lotted to Armenian programs, which are 
Well received. 

On Sunday evening we visited Arch- 
bishop Karekin Kazanjian. Twenty years 
ago, he had founded St. Mary’s Apos- 
tolic Church in Washington, D.C., and 
had been instrumental in having the 


strating once again that Armenians 
adapt well in any part of the world. In 
Sydney, as elsewhere, Armenians have 
promptly established churches — Catholic, 
Evangelical, and Apostolic; Saturday 
schools — six in various parts of the ex- 
pansive city; and cultural and political 
organizations. They have at the same 
time quickly become productive citizens 
of their adopted country. They are favor- 
ably regarded by the Australians. Their 
status has not suffered any significant 
damage from the recent assassination of 
Turkish diplomatic personnel, although 
a temporary flurry arose, considering 
that the Armenians are greatly outnum- 
bered by the fifty thousand Turks in 
Australia. These have been brought in 
by government subsidy as part of a pro- 
gram to import laborers from allied 
countries with excess laborers. 

The Australian-Armenian communi- 
ty — 15,000 in Sydney — consists mainly 
of immigrants from Egypt, Lebanon, 
Syria, Jordan, Palestine, and some 
from Iran, Singapore, India, and other 
areas. Most have settled there within the 
last fifteen years and maintain their bi- 
lingualism and biculturalism. We met 
many who have close relatives in the 
United States. They were eager to hear 
personally about their families and to 
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the Uniting Church in Australi 
Prelate of the Armenian Aposto 


statue of St. Gregory the Illuminator 
placed in the Washington Cathedral. 
This meeting was arranged by Mr. 
Varoujan Iskenderian, brother of Mrs. 
Teny Berberian, Secretary of the United 
Armenian Congregational Church of 
Los Angeles. He and his wife Silva ac- 
companied us at the visit, which was 
again most cordial. The Prelate expressed 
his willingness to cooperate with the Ar- 
menian Evangelical community in any 
way that might be practical and beneficial. 

From all that we observed and heard, 
we-would say that the Armenian com- 
munity in Sydney-is thriving, demon- 


Dr. & Mrs. P.V. Haig with oy ae pee ae mareGniiKezanjiant 


lic Church in Australia; and Mrs. Alice Haig. 


_L. tor.: Rev. Robert Smith of 


send their love. But, even those who 
have no close relatives feel the double 
bonds of being Armenian and Christian. 
Everyone wants to keep in close touch 
with Armenian compatriots in the 
United States and elsewhere. This one- 
time remote outpost of the Armenian 
diaspora is no longer remote nor an out- 
post. It is a flourishing and integral part 
of that diaspora. 

The Armenian Evangelical segment, 
though small in number, promises to 
make a significant impact in the com- 
munity. The words in Luke 12:32 are 
most appropriate for this congregation: 
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THE REV. NERSES 
KHACHADOURIAN 
RETIRES FROM HIS 
MINISTRY AT THE 
ARMENIAN EVANGEL- 
ICAL CHURCH OF 
TEHERAN 


After a faithful and fruitful ministry of 
close to half a century, the Rev. Nerses 
Khachadourian, pastor of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Teheran since 
1966, recently retired from active service 
and left Iran to join his family in Los 
Angeles, Calif. On the occasion of his 
retirement and departure from Iran, the 
Rev. Khachadourian was honored by 
his church with a banquet held on Feb- 
ruary 20, 1981 at which time several 
church and community leaders, includ- 
ing the Rev. Tateos Michaelian, the new 
pastor of the church, paid tribute to the 
Rev. Khachadourian acknowledging his 
faithful and blessed ministry in Iran. Al- 
though the Rev. Khachadourian had 
planned to retire sooner to join his family 
in the U.S. he chose to stay with his flock 
throughout the difficult days of the Iran- 
ian Revolution. 

Prior to his pastorate in Teheran, the 
Rev. Khachadourian had served as 
pastor, social worker, evangelist and 
missionary in various places in the field 
of the Union of the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Churches in the Near East. 

The Board of Directors of the AMAA 
praises God and extends its heartfelt ap- 
preciation to the Rev. Nerses Khacha- 
dourian for his outstanding and faithful 
services to the Armenian Evangelical 
Movement and to the Kingdom of God, 
and prays that God will grant him health 
and happiness in his retirement years. 

In accordance with its original commit- 
ment, the AMAA will continue its sup- 
port of the church work in Iran especial- 
ly in the field of the children’s and youth 
programs, missionary service and edu- 
cation. 
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“Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
Surely, God is with them. Surely, we in 
the United States and elsewhere will 
continue to keep in touch, to pray for 
them, and to support them in every 
way. 


AMAA ASSISTS CHILDREN SURVIVORS OF 
GENOCIDE 


THE 


The Armenian Missionary Association 
of America recently made a contribution 
of $2,305.00 towards assisting children 
survivors of the Cambodian genocide. 
The gift, which was contributed by a 
number of AMAA supporters, including 
the Sunday School children of the Im- 
manuel Armenian Congregational 

Church of Downey, California following 
a specail appeal through the AMAA 
NEWS, was presented to the president 
of the National Center for Genocide Stu- 
dies, Katherine D. Dukakis. The Rev. Ed- 
ward S. Tovmassian’s Immanuel Church 
provided the bulk of the $2,305.00. The 
National Center for Genocide Studies 
was founded in 1978 under the leader- 
ship of Mrs. Dukakis, wife of the former 
Governor of Massachusetts. This organ- 
ization for the first time officially linked 
the Armenian Genocide and the Jewish 
Holocaust and began to promote the 
study of these horrors in the nation’s 
schools, to teach a younger generation 
about how and why these colossal 
crimes occurred, and how similar trage- 
dies may be Prevented. Two curricula 
were developed, for the Holocaust first, 
and recently for the Armenian Geno- 
cide through the efforts of the Rev. 
Vartan Hartunian. Both curricula have 
been disseminated to public and private 
schools in Massachusetts and beyond 
under the title Facing History and Our- 
selves, have involved hundreds of teach- 
ers and thousands of children, and have 
attracted national attention in education- 
al circles. The Armenian Missionary As- 
sociation of America assisted in the 
development of the Armenian Genocide 
Curriculum by a grant of $1,000.00 
Recently, under the umbrella of the 
National Center for Genocide Studies a 
Task Force for the Cambodian Children 
was organized. Early in March of this 
year, a delegation from this Task Force 
went to Washington and met with United 
Nations Ambassador Kirkpatrick, Con- 
gressional and State Department Repre- 
sentatives, and the Judiciary Sub-Com- 
mittee on Immigration. The delegates 
urged our government to request the 
United Nations High Commission on 
Refugees to expedite the process of re- 
leasing Cambodian unaccompanied 
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Rev. Vartan Hartunian handing AMAA check for Cambodian 


Children to Mrs. “Kitty” Dukakis. 


minors from Thai camps where they are 
being consistently kidnapped by Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla soldiers. 

In preparation for the reception of 
these Cambodian children, a fund-rais- 
ing gathering was held recently at the 


home of Robert A. Farmer in Brookline, 
Massachusetts. At this gathering, Rever- 
end Vartan Hartunian, representing the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, presented the AMAA’s check 
for $2,305.00 to “Kitty” Dukakis. 
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AMAA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT ON MEDICAL 
MISSIONARY ASSIGNMENT 


In response to an invitation from the 
Mennonite Central Committee, Cynthia 
Matossian, a May 1981 graduate from 
the Hershey Medical School of Hershey, 
Pennsylvania, accepted a short term 
medical missionary assignment imme- 
diately after graduation to serve on the 
staff of The Menonite Christian Hospital 
of Hualien, Taiwan. 

Dr. Cynthia Matossian, who received 
her degree in ophthalmology, is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alex Matoss- 
ian of Glen Rock, N.J. Her namesake, 
Dr. Cynthia Berberian Hale, together 
with her husband, Dr. Tom Hale, a 
surgeon, are medical missionaries in 
Nepal. 

At a special service held at the Armen- 


ian Presbyterian Church of Paramus, 
N.J., where Cynthia and her family are 
members, she outlined her plans for the 
immediate future and thanked her 
parents and friends for their continued 
support and _ encouragement both 
morally and monatarily. As an AMAA 
scholarship recipient, Cynthia also ex- 
pressed gratitude to the AMAA under- 
scoring the generous support she received 
from the Association throughout her 
medical training. 

We rejoice at the academic achieve- 
ments and missionary zeal of Cynthia 
and congratulate her wholeheartedly. 

God bless you Cynthia. You are a 
wonderful example to the youth and 
your colleagues. 


Menonite Christian Hospital of Hualien, Taiwan. 


UPDATE ON LEBANON 


Once again Lebanon has become the 
subject of our deepest concern and ear- 
nest prayers since early April when the 
tensions between the local hostile fac- 
tions reached their climax and triggered 
a new series of violent fightings — the 
bloodiest armed conflict to hit the coun- 
try since the 1975-76 civil war. The re- 
cent fightings between the Syrian peace- 
keeping forces and the right-wing Phalan- 
gist militiamen in the Bekaa valley in- 
stantly blazed into a full-scale war en- 
aging every single armed group in the 
country and involving all kinds of weap- 
Onary — including Syrian missiles and 
Israeli fighter-bomber planes. The most 
violent of the fightings occurred in the 
Phalangist enclave of Ashrafieh; around 
the predominently Christian town of 
Zahle, 30 miles east of Beirut and only 8 
miles from the Armenian village of Ain- 
jar; and along the Green Line which 
divides East Beirut from West Beirut. 

Although no official figures have been 
released, it is estimated that at least 600 
People were killed and many more in- 
jured during this latest round of fightings 
which marked yet another bloody page 
in the history of war-ravaged Lebanon. 

In accordance with their traditional 
Policy of positive neutrality, the Armen- 
ians did not participate in the fightings. 
Only Armenian armed youth, physicians 
and First-Aid volunteers were put on 
the alert to respond to an eventual 
need. 

The Armenian quarters of Nor Marash, 
Amanos and Dora were not seriously 
affected as they were during the 1978 
clashes. Water supply and electricity 
were not disrupted, and although the 
people had to seek shelter in the cellars 
for safety reasons, they did not suffer 
from food shortage. At one point how- 
ever when the Phalangist positions 
around Bourj Hamoud were heavily 
bombarded, about a dozen of artillery 
shells and rockets fell on those Armenian 

quarters killing several Armenians and 
injuring many others. Nevertheless, 
damage was heavier in the Ashrafieh 
districts where the houses and the shops 
of a considerable number of Armenian 
families were destroyed and about a 
dozen Armenians were killed. According 
to some reports received from Beirut, 
the recent fightings have claimed the 


lives of approximately 20 Armenians 
and causing injury to at least 80. 

The Armenian schools except Haig- 
azian College, Ainjar High School and 
the Yeprem and Martha Philibosian 
Evangelical College in West Beirut were 
closed soon after the fightings broke out. 
However, the violences claimed at least 
seven victims from among the students 
of our schools most of which were chil- 
dren caught by the splinters of artillery 
shells exploding near the school buildings 
in the first hours of the fighting. As of 
the end of May, the schools were still 
closed except the three named above 
and it is believed they will remain closed 
until the next academic year. 

A considerable number of Armenian. 
families from Ashrafieh fled to the 
mountains, or the Armenian village of 
Ainjar for safety. Ainjar was calm and 
the people went about their normal ac- 
tivities throughout the fightings. But, 
since the main Syrian forces in the 
Bekaa valley are stationed in and around 
Ainjar, it is feared that the village which 
emerged unscathed from the six-year 
old civil war, now could be subjected to 

heavy bombardment by the Phalangists 
or the Israelis. 

After three weeks of violent clashes 


h a number of short lived 


it 
punctuated wi finally 


cease-fires, the warring factions - 
agreed on yet another cease-fire in late 
April. According to latest telephone a 
ports from a reliable source in Beirut, 
calm seems to have prevailed since May 


The difficulties our compatriots in 
Lebanon have been experiencing of 
constant violence, uncertainty, fear, 
destruction and death seem to . be 
repeating themselves time and a 
again. Therefore, the problems our fel- 
low Armenians have been and still are 
subjected to should motivate us to pray 
earnestly for them and to show Christian 
love and solidarity with our financial 
support to those in need. 

Those who feel led to contribute to 
the helpful support the AMAA has been 
faithfully extending may earmark their 
gifts for the “Lebanon Relief,” and direct 
them to the Association’s headquarters 
at 140 Forest Ave., Paramus, N.J. 


07652. 


A CALL TO SHARE IN 
CHILDREN’S SUMMER 
VACATION PROGRAMS 


How would your children spend their 
summer vacation if you were unem- 
ployed, earned little or were too poor to 
provide for your family? Have the chil- 
dren work you suggest! That’s the trou- 
ble! Very little opportunities exist for 
work for youth in the countries in the 
Middle East. 

As a result most children are confined 
throughout the summer season to small 
apartments in the poor areas of the city 
—or spend the hot and long summer 
days playing in the dirty and unsafe al- 
leys of their neighborhoods. 

Thanks to the Children’s Summer 
Vacation Pro@fams of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches in Syria, Lebanon, 
Iran, Greece and Turkey a haven is pro- 
vided to such children by organizations 
such as Daily Vacational Bible Schools, 
Christian Endeavors Society camps for 
under-nourished children, conferences 
and retreats. 

These children’s summer programs, 
which are planned and administered 
annually by the Christian Endeavor 
Union of each region, give children op- 
portunity to escape the hazards of play- 
ing in unsafe and dirty streets, but also 
provide them with a chance to hear 
and learn God’s Word, the principles of 
our Christian faith, hymns and shara- 
gans and also engage in educational 
and constructive recreational activities. 

The AMAA, which has a keen interest 
in the physical and spiritual development 
of children, has always been supportive 
of children’s summer vacation programs 
in the Middle East. Would you consider 
helping us to continue with our support 
of these most worthwhile children’s pro- 
grams? Your contribution, no matter 
how small it may be, will help keep 
precious children off the streets, teach 
the story of Jesus and provide a happy 
and edifying summer vacation. Use the 
address below to make your tax de- 

ductible contribution, 


Armenian Missionary Association 
of America, Inc. 

140 Forest Avenue 

Paramus, NJ 07652 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTO 
FRIENDS FOR THE AMAA 


During one of his recent trips to Calif- 
ornia in connection with the work of the 
Association, our Executive Director, Dr. 
G.H. Chopourian, visited San Mateo 
and had the pleasure of meeting current 
and prospective supporters of the work 

of the AMAA. Among those whom 
Dr. Chopourian met were Mr. Askanaz 
Mackitarian and Mr. Norman Arslan(ian) 
who are benevolent Armenian gentle- 
men deeply concerned with the lot of 
their underprivileged compatriots in the 
Armenian diaspora and genuinely inter- 
ested in the work of the AMAA. 

In San Mateo, our Executive Director 
also had the pleasure to visit the studio 
of Christopher Der Manuelian who 
has been acknowledged by professionals 
nationwide as an example of true artistic 


Christopher Der Manuelian 


excellence. He employs a very unique 
Personal philosophy as the basis for his 
Portrait studio and his hauntingly evoca- 
tive portraits have won many awards. 
Christopher’s approach is simple but 
based on the belief that the key to great 
portraiture is the emotional interaction 
between photographer and subject. His 
highly personalized style, his practice of 
becoming totally familiar with the sub- 
ject’s personality, taste and needs, en- 
ables him to “break through the outside 
shell of a person to get to the core of the 
real self’ or produce precisely the photo- 
graph that fulfills the client’s requirements. 

Professionals have stated that Christoph- 

er’s skill truly exemplifies portrait photo- 

graph in its truest sense — as an artistic 

expression, a personal accomplishment 

and a philosophical statement. We 

wholeheartedly congratulate Mr. Der 

Manuelian, rejoice in his achievement 

and also wish him more success and 

higher achievements in portrait photog- 
raphy. 


EXECUTIVE AND FIED DIRECTORS REPORT 
FIELD DIRECTOR VISITS CHURCHES ON 


Mr. Askanaz Mackitarian (left) and Mr. Norman Arslan(ian) of San 
Mateo, CA. with Mrs. Chopourian. 


Card Blanche breakfast at the Bezjian for pastoral officers of the AMAA, joined 
always by local LA pastors. From left: Mrs. Bezjian, Dr. G.H. Chopourian, Mr. 


Alex Bezjian, the Rev. V. Kassouni and Rev. Moses Janbazian. 


RK FINDS NEW 


After spending six weeks in California 
where he visited our AMAA chapters 
and churches, our Field Director, the 
Rev. Moses Janbazian, commenced his 
itinerary of visits to our supporting chur- 
ches on the East Coast, in the Mid-West- 
ern States and Canada. Beginning with 
the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
New York on March 3, the Rev. Jan- 
bazian visited the Armenian Ararat 
Congregational Church, Salem N.H., 
the Rev. John Mokkossian, pastor; the 
Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational 
Church, Havertown, Pa., the Rev. Dr. 
Soghomon Nuyujukian, pastor; the 
Armenian Memorial Church, Water- 
town, Mass., the Rev. Vincent Kumjian, 
Pastor; the First Armenian Church, Bel- 
mont, Mass., the Rev. Vartan Hartun- 
ian, pastor; the Armenian Congrega- 
tional Church, Chicago, Ill., the Rev. 
Barkev Darakjian, pastor; the Armenian 
Congregational Church, Detroit, Mich., 
the Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, pastor; 
the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Toronto, Canada, the Rev. Yessayi 


THE EAST COAST 


Sarmazian, pastor; the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church of Cambridge, Canada, 
the Rev. Ardashes Kerbabian, pastor; 
the First Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Montreal, Canada, the Rev. Hovhan- 
nes Agnerian, pastor; and the Armen- 
ian Evangelical Church of Montreal, 
Canada, Jirair Bizdikian and Mardiros 
Eylendjian, acting co-pastors. 

During these visits, our Field Director 
had the privilege to preach mission em- 
phasis sermons in the Armenian and 
English languages, which were appre- 
ciated and well received by all the chur- 
ches. The missionary committees of the 
host churches made special arrange- 
ments for luncheons or receptions, at 
which time our Field Director ex- 
pounded the ministries of the Associa- 
tion, answered questions and appealed 
to our members and friends to continue 
their moral and financial support of the 
ongoing work of the AMAA. The 
response to these appeals were en- 
couraging — generous offerings of the 
day being didicated to the work of the 


AMAA, new sponsors joining our Child 
Education Program and a considerable 
number of friends and supporters mak- 
ing spontaneous contributions or pledges 
to the work of the Association. It was 
right after one of these AMAA luncheon 
programs that an old lady approached 
our Field Director and told him private- 
ly: “Since I lost my husband two years 
ago I have saved every penny and 
dollar from sales of groceries. Now I 
want to use this to support the educa- 
tion of a needy Armenian University 
student. I am grateful to God for the 
way He cared for my schooling in my 
difficult days, thanks to the AMAA for 
giving me the opportunity to help a 
student in need.” 

The field worleschedule of the Rev. 
Janbazian included also meetings and 
conferences with our pastors, AMAA 
committees, church councils, youth 
groups and friends, with whom he shared 
thoughts and concerns regarding the life 
and work of the Association and the 
needs of the mission field. 


62ND ANNUAL MEETING OF 


POSITION OPEN FOR AN 
AMAA WEST COAST DIRECTOR 


The Board of Directors of the AMAA recently an- 
nounced that it has an important position available for 
a West Coast Director to establish a regional office In 
the Los Angeles area and coordinate the various ac- 
tivities of the Association in the region. The essential 
duties of the West Coast Director will be to organize 
and direct public affairs, membership drives and fund- 
raising activities. Further responsibilities include, 
promotion work with missions committees, youth and 
adults within the Armenian Evangelical Churches on 
the West Coast. Candidates for the position must 
have aptitude for public relations, deep commitment 
to the principles of evangelical Christianity and keen 
interest in serving the spiritual, educational and social 
need of Armenians. Fluency in both English and 
Armenian is preferred and salary is open to negotia- 
tion. 

Those interested in this challenging yet rewarding 
position should submit their application and resume, 
not later than August 15, 1981 to: 


Mrs. Alice Haig, Chairman of Search Committee 


220 Monarch Bay 
South Laguna, CA 92677 


THE AMAA TO BE CONVENED 
IN NEW YORK 


The 62nd Annual Meeting of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America will convene on Sunday, October 
18, 1981 at 1:00 p.m. at the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of New York at 152 East 34th Street, New York, 
Ne Ye 

All contributing members of the Association will be en- 
titled to attend the meeting and exercise their rights in 
hearing the reports, participating in the deliberations and 
voting for the election of the Board of Directors. 

In accordance with the Bylaws of the Association, at 
least fifteen days before the Annual Meeting notice will be 
given by circular letter to all the members who will also 
have the opportunity to exercise their franchise for the 
election of Directors by mail. 

The Sunday Annual Meeting will be preceded by a 
meeting of the Board of Directors and the traditional Gala 
Banquet on Saturday evening, October 17, 1981 in the 
social hall of the Armenian Evangelical Church of New 
York. 

It is the sincere hope and desire of the Board of Direc- 
tors that all AMAA members will make every effort to be 
present at all or some of these important events. We wel- 
come your fellowship and input to the deliberations. 


STEPHEN P. MUGAR: 


“WHAT WOULD MY WEALTH PROVE IF I 
DID NOTHING WITH IT?” 


Editor’s Note: In its March 5, 1981 is- 
sue, The Boston Globe featured the 
success story of Stephen P. Mugar in a 
long article entitled, “A Philanthropist at 
80: Life is an Adventure.’” The follow- 
ing is a condensed form of the article on 
the well-known Armenian Philanthrop- 
ist and close friend of the AMAA. 


He would have been an exemplary 
hero for a Horatio Alger rags-to-riches. 
saga. He was an immigrant lad who, 
with his family, fled persecution in the 
old country. They came to America 
with little other than personal belong- 
ings, worked hard together, sacrifited a 
lot. Years later he had amassed a for- 
tune, some of which he happily gave 
away. 

Today as he reaches the age of 80, 
Stephen P. Mugar, the founder of New 
England’s Star Market chain, looks back 
on his life, his business and the America 
he passionately loves. 

“Life is an adventure,” he says. “We're 
only here a fraction of the time, so love 
your family and work hard.” 

Though he is reticent about revealing 
his middle name, many say the “P” 
could stand for “Philanthropist,” a des- 
cription that embarrasses him. Since the 
supermarket chain he founded became 
successful—there are now 62 Star 
Markets with an annual sales of about 
half a billion dollars - Mugar has given 
millions to educational and charitable 
institutions as well as to causes, fellow 
businessmen and individuals he would 
never identify. 

Asked why he has given so much 
away, he answers, “I can’t explain that. I 
get great pleasure from it. What would 
my ability ana wealth prove if I did 
nothing with it?” 

It was something that Sarkis Mugar 
did for his eager-to-learn son years ago 
that forever left its imprint on him and 
made him want to do the same for oth- 
ers. “One day an encyclopedia sales- 
man came to our store in Watertown 
Square,” Mugar recalled. “I knew we 
couldn’t afford it, but I think my father 
saw the look in my eyes. He took money 
out of the till and ran down the street af- 


Stephen P. Mugar 
ter the salesman.” 


Fifty years later, Stephen Mugar was 
to take money out of his till and give it to 
society and to young people who couldn't 
afford to go to college. He, himself, had 
to give up night school at Bentley 
School of Accounting to run the family 
store after his father died of injuries fol- 
lowing an auto accident in 1922. Two 
beneficiaries of his generosity were a 
black man and a man of Armenian des- 
cent whom he put through medical 
school in the 1950s. 

Sarkis Mugar first came to this country 
as a bachelor in 1895 and worked as a 
tin knocker in Roxbury. He returned to 
Armenia, married and had three chil- 
dren; Stephen was his second child. 

Sarkis Mugar had a friend from Ar- 
menia who had a store called the Star in 
Watertown. At first, he worked there for 
nothing to learn the retail trade, and 
when the friend wanted to sell the store 
for $900, Sarkis wanted to buy it, “but 
he didn’t have 900 cents,” his son re- 
called. 

With money borrowed from relatives 
he bought what was to become the first 
market in the Star chain in 1916. 

After his father died, Stephen, then in 
his early 20s’, began working full-time in 
the market. He introduced new ways of 
displaying items, added more items and 
enlarged the store to the next building. 

Today, grateful customers remember 
the kindness of Stephen Mugar during 
the Depression years and the bank holi- 
day. When other places would not cash 
paychecks, Mugar never turned one 


10 


down. He allowed credit and never 
dunned anyone. In the 1938 hurricane, 
he sent his delivery truck around with 
dry ice for customers’ ice boxes. 

He decided to open a second store, 
in Newton. Eventually there was a third 
store in Wellesley. Star Markets were 
becoming community institutions. The 
Star Market over the Massachusetts 
Turnpike in Newton—the only super- 
market in the country built on air rights — 
shows not only the Mugar ingenuity, but 
his courage to take a chance and chal- 
lenge the establishment. “I had faith that, 
because we were in America, they 
couldn’t put me out of business,” he said. 

The first Newton Star was built in the 
1930s. A second was built across the 
street in 1948, then probably the most 
modern market in New England. It was 
built without posts, following an air- 
plane hangar design. Around 1964, 
William Callahan, Turnpike Authority 
Chairman, announced the turnpike 
would be extended into Boston. The 
road would go right through this market. 

Mugar decided to try for air rights. 
“No one knew how to draw up an air 
rights lease and time was running out,” 
he recalled. “I asked Lou Perini (con- 
tractor for the state road) how much a 
foundation would cost if I got permis- 
sion to build over the road. He said 
$50,000. He said it wouldn’t do any 
damage to the road, so without getting 
approval from Callahan, he put in the 
pilings. Callahan raised hell.” 

Mugar said he told a group of lawyers 
and state officials, “‘This kind of thing is 
not like America. You'll put me out of 
business.’ Callahan told me there would 
be a court case because no one had 
written a lease for an air rights super- 
market before, and there was.” 

Eventually, the Massachusetts Sup- 
reme Judicial Court decided the case in 
Star’s favor. 

Stephen Mugar believes his success 
story could be duplicated today if people 
are willing to take a chance because, 
“This is still America.” 


AuglpLi pudfit 


UPSuhh 20.3 UPGS. FUELGESPU 


Ukp. OpppuynubwGh Gkn2Gyhy uoupk&nta 
kinp’ wnhep wpntgur psp onniwy 
wunquun pipkyn: Qwényp En Gkpywy 
funumugkhwyGkpmd uwwuib, Untuw- 
pudGsuyud C$ayknpwygnyskwi gqnpdni- 
GknyeprGGkpnrG vwuhG ti qhpkGp yumuwu- 


Utpotnu, winwupGu te bu Urunpuypu 
quiintgwGp ti wn umbyeny wygkykghGp 
Gut. UpwGhh Quy Uniti. Upwghwy b- 
YtntghG, Untwmwpwiywywa Cayknul- 
gniptwG nnonyGGkpp pnfuwGgkynt byb- 
nkginy bnpuynGknniG ta VonkG wknbyw- 
Guynt winGg YauGphG ni qnpdpG vwupa: 

UnwoehG wnhjny wtiudmtkguap tyb- 
nkginy GnppGuhn finqwpupdawywd Yugq- 
UhG fikin, UintiGuykun’ Ink. Uunghu U- 
PyykwGh pGwywpwip, nin Gtu&pywy En 
Gwti Gytnkginy finyhin’ kp. Urtumpu 
OhjpunutwG: Qkpvpy vyeGnynpwhp uk 
untnh mGkguds wyu fiuGnhynwhG, fin- 
Qupwpanti knpuynGknp Guu 2Gnp fu yu- 
InyphiG yuywnGkghG Qwy Urtinwputiyu- 
YwG CaytpwygnyetwG pdwyws Ghryew- 
YuG ti pupnywywl odwGnuynrystwa 

fluduin, br wyw, nywponkG Juoukgul 
bpkGg fiungtpniG, YwnhpGkpmiG te ynj- 
ubpniG dwuhti: 

Otuwpniwp 22-h umunrowni wnhjpep 
nidkgwGp Gut Ghpywy quankyn bYt- 
niginy YpnwyGonkwy wwomuuniiiphG, 
noni yp UwuGwlgthG gning 100 fiumu- 
WughwyGkp: Stn Quahpg C&ytnuly- 
gniyatwdG Yuqunikynid wnweh wwpt- 
HupahG wnhyeny, wwu2uudnifipp wniuy- 
Gnpymitgua CGykpwygnyetwi UuntGw- 
wkun Up. Swynp GwiywqkwGah be wy, 
swGhguywG tphuwuwpydkpne Ynnue: 


*ShYhG Ujhu Qwyy yanfu Gu juwquhG £ Uvknplywyh 
wy Unkinupwiywyuwd Caykpwygniptiua ta iin- 
Yun muppGknk pykn, nunpkn fwGquidwGpGkpny, 
Yn dwnwyt Qwy Urimwpwiwly we Gytntghh@ nt 
Aw wyG pha: 


UhuGhp duy Ui 
ghu Uspnyiul (aufupG) hr Sh 
Goné Upngtiwl: 


Uyhu Sul 


ftgGk, ok UribwwpwGywywah rayuyw- 
pnyehiGn upg Albinwppppniws EF hnttg 
YuphpGkpny m bLytnkguywi we2fuuw- 
uwGpGkpniG ywnwgwgnuny: Twgnw- 
UniGpkG kwnp, mwpniy ujeGnjnpunh uE9 
wtnh mGtgun fiprpwuhpniehiG, npn pG- 

Cwn. Ee 13 


La ‘Uiuqugs enqupupdnipiwd Gknywy wnkGwyknp WG. Vup- 
yang ti quaypG fin tr Gujunpn, Unkiwykup ING. 


Pictures courtesy of Dr. & Mrs. Vahe Haig. 


Awpnium bw, np nif 


\ s, UnphrpG Uppny wiywunil 
UVEp* nky Uurnniwe , net WROGE palin 


Pwnwynrp heh, ukp nu qnpny finjv nu wbpa: 


Apwk Yn qua bppwGinipprG 


4uwpnium E wh, npnil uppunG § ukp-jnpyncl, 
‘ dw 
Qbpp guymunphep ukp yp dwyp- 
Apnl ubpny) spppG uk £ wtkG fwpy, 
Apuyku hp fnjpG bu bypwypp hupwuqu: 


2upniuum wf, np nlp ubpw pupbhwilf, 
Apnig Ypawy pul] bp uppunl ona 
ApnGf ppbG ypGwh ppbag gw f yuh] 
Anjuwgfbyny ppwpner ybulf & wfwpqh): 


utp whhuuwlinu, 


AW & 2ZUeNhUS 


fk ywpwfincl, 
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2upnium Ew, op ght my nipp2pG, 
GwuhkG quinby* SEpny wpynwp hp pwd pGG, 

Gu finluwg Gb) ybwGfG hp wjjng Ywybyjfny, 
ula nhqh) YbpG* unui pug bpyGugny: 


Zwpnium kb wi, np nib utp, ynju, huiwuf, 
bi dwnwliqws* ubé hpynipprGG bpyGunwf, 
Uubynipbwlig gagninhhG thnpowpki* 

2uqwd GbpvwG ne Gbpbym pbhbqibpG: 


2wpnvum Ew, np nif 2ZwjypG pp Vunniws, 
Why fb & vwfnip, ubpny Gbpny § upuuilig, 
Rupbyud E dwpyng huiw) G wijuhp, 

Up quybyk ukp-ynju-hwiwinf humpbmbp: 


U-4-2- 


UGr. Vv. WU2U.SNPFGU, 


@tfinwGh 2wy Untu. Gybtntginy <n- 
Uhin* kp. Uinuku WwywunnintwG, hn 
Yw2unoln Gnnng dtnGunpiw, Lip. &. 
UhpuykiiwGh ipnfuwGgtyny, wagkwy 
OkupniwphG, gnpdoG SwnwyniekGk, 
pwentgui, Unwghwy UwfwlgGtn qu- 
Int ta hp pGunwGpppa UpwGwynt fiuduin: 
Uju wnhpnu, 20 Obupniwn 19816, 
@tfinwGh GytntghG qGufumwGph ti 
finwdtguih flmiupnyeny up wywunitg 
Utp. wywunmptwdGp: SuiwpnyehG, 

Utn. Uhpuytyiwa, h@yyku Gut Gyt- 
nuginy wwnpkp pudwGuniGpGtpp Gkn- 
YuyugGnn pnintn ti tnpwypGkn Juoup 
undkyny, npnuuuntghG Win. towywunnip- 


twGh fingtkinn wpnhiGwewiun dunwyn- 


ehiGGtnp mi tnwluunwghunipehiG yuyin- 
GtghG wanp tpywn wuwphGipni fiuw- 
wwpht sSwnwyniehwG fudwp: uUkp. 
Wwywumptwud, 15 wmwuphGtnk hutn ubs 
Gmifpnwny Yn Swnuykp WkApwGh 2wy 
Unit. GytntghhG, npn, dwy Untuwe- 
PuGyuyuG CaytpulgnyemGp Ghyow- 
YwG utd JuuywgnidGkn Y’nGk wwphGk- 
nt putin: 

Utn. MwywunintwG, hn 75 wwnh- 
Gipm YbwGphG tpn tppnpynn wGgni- 
gwd E Shpng ti waqqhG Swnwykyny np- 
wu finyf, wikwwupwGhs, payipuyha 
SunwuynieiwG gqnpdspy m pwpnghp: 
Ownp YnunwGip Uuumdny wann yauG- 
phG ti wypnhiGwowu Swnwynyetwi fiu- 
Uwp ni y’wnoptlip np SEpp wptiwuni- 
fehwup, wnnnonyehwulp mn tngwGyn- 
Piwup opfiGk fn wu fiuLwuMwphd nti 
Ywunwywown dswnwa: 

Uunpta Ynunwap Utp. Wwywunin- 
tGwGh ytnshG Wbinbywgnnyehitn Gtipyu- 
jugmwd OEfinwGh 2wy Unt. Gytntg- 
In) wuphywG pinfiuGnin dmnnyhG, nn 
wutinh matgws t Nippwp, 6 Oiupniwp 
1981, Umpp 8nyfwGatu GytntghhG uts: 
PLR<PUUP CGUbIES8hL 


@LApwGh 2wy Unt. bytntghG, yin- 
mG mGtGuyny, U. 3nyfiuGGku GytntghG, 
mh 2 Ghintn’ 2nqtonGy bytntghG, 
Uw6huhk jounuatuupa Uk ta CGnpfiwyh 
Gyentigh@ Qunpts gnowGha uty: Ugu 
tpip bytntghGkng wy, nGhG ppg ut- 
yuywuG 2kGptnp: U. SnyfwGGku byb- 
nighG nifih 150 funnpnuywd whnwd, 
SnqbamGy bybnigh@ 35 ta CGnpfiwyh 
Guybntgha 15 flunnpnwywd whnwil: 
@tfipwGh 2wy Untu. fuluyGpn Up 
fiwgnik enine 1000 wGnwu: 1980 wwnt- 
2gnowGpa, fuunwy wbhpnn whiGujwun 
wyujlwGGkpnii, Skpnopn 2Gnpfipny pliw- 
YuG Yapuyny pGjwgws GG bytntiguywa 


UEn. ta Shy. Vinuku luwywunnipkwl: 


w2fuunmwipGtnn, nnnGp utd onfiGniyepiG 
tnwd GG pninphaG: WEG Ninpuye ta Uh- 
nuh, wnuiombwuG wyweunwiniGp wmtinh 
matgué EU. 38nyfiwGGku bytntghhGa 
Utg: Uhpwyh opniwy wywenwiniGpha 
UwulwygnyGtpn hin tywds & 55-100 
fingh, huy Ninpwye opniwy ww2uwunGi- 
ph@ 35-45 fingh: <nqtonify GytntighhG 
ULs, Minpuye tr Uppuyh ykuvhgonkh 
wywonwuniipGkn minh niiigud &G, 
nnpnGg UwuiwygnynGkpni jhin byws & 
25-30 fingh: buy CGnpfimyp Gytntghha 
UEg, wULG Ghpwyhp YEuonk ykuny wywe- 
wuuniip wutnh matgwd E be vwuGul- 
gnnGtpniG jehin tywd E 20-27 fingh: 
Uuhup vEy waquu, U. 8nyfiuGaku byt- 
nighhG uk Upwghw, SwnnpnniyehwG 
Tw2nwuniip wtinh mGkgws k kntup t- 
YbntghGknpmt dnynnynipnhG fiwtun: 


UACGSUPUL2UUUU 
GDNPONRVENROPRUUG? 

Uts puGwynietwip U. Shnp, Unp 
Guwywpwa, U. Shpph vwutn ta Lnyu, 
RuGpin, Gngwépy 38nju m QuaGwutn 
fpwuwupulynyepGGkpkG a@ph ti Yu 
qin stu ghGtpny pu2tuniwsd bE fiuyyu- 
YwG nuypngdtpm, bytntghGkpni te enpn- 
ouGwyGkpni uke: Gyknkginy Uniniwé- 
nuwy wiuwptppp, Gnu wupniGwulni- 
jtiuup ti fingtinn Ghyeknny, pnyu miuws 
E YudGinGwinn Yanuny: 


bUUSPULUY2UUU.U 
GDNPONRUVENRIEPRUVE? 

Suyunwy Yung vp wiifunuuihkip 
ydmwpniphiGGkpm, Anfiuwp Utupny- 
bud nuypngp 2gwpniGwyws —E hp Ynw- 
Yu wajuwmupttnpp pliwyuling Yin- 
wyny: U. AShpph nwutpny, uwanu- 
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Uv <UUGUSG6U.U UL UN2ZNhh 


UniGpny ti mup Gugh ulywuwnynryehi- 
finy, GytntghG fingtinn pwptnwn wq- 
nignyehiG mGtgws — nwypnghG niunig- 
gwywG YuquhG ti 450-h funn wow- 
Yapuinyethwd ypuy: Veunwywe Gnp ont fip- 
Gtipnt inuhG ww, Gkpyuyhu w2tuut- 
wwfp Yn mwupnih Ginn uhengGtn quGt- 
Int, nniykugh Ywntyh pywy vin fingtinn 
qnnop 2wpnitiwyb, w2wyknwnGkpniG vow: 


LUYEPUShV OUMPUSNAIEPRU 

CGyknwuyhG SwnwyniyptwG gsny wt- 
tunyku wygkpnyehiG mpniwd & Gytinkginy 
Pninn Ywnowkwy, whnwiGknpmiG ni na- 
wuGhpGtpnii: UGghw, muptenowGhG, 
12 Ywnowmtwy, pGuwGhpGtn wuuw uli 
Guwun unwgwd kG bybntighka: 


VUP2LQ-GUEILE8UUUU 
BUPUREPNAIPRUUG? 

GypwypuywG fumnpnwygnyspad gu- 
fiugwd tip wwhk, pwywph pninn Gyb- 
nighGtpnid, ti h vwuduinn 2wy Unw- 
phywywi GytnkghhG fu: 8umywwyku 
UnwoGnpy UnpwquwG don ti Qwy qunnti- 
Ph unugGnnnGknniG fit nifiiguws tp 
ulbniun ywnwpkpnyehG bkyintguywd, 
wqquyhG ti YnpwywG quiwquG fupG- 
nhpGkpnr Yuujwy gnryetkwuup: 


CUbIES8UUUU 
QUQUUYEPANREPRUUE? 

GytntghG hp uk mah 4 Yuqduytn- 
wnyehiGGtn.- Gudwaig Upniehid, tpp- 
nuuupywg UhnyehiG, UppulyGontwy 
Uupdwpwi te Unbwnwpwaswywa 2G- 
YknwygnyehiG: Uyu YuquuyinuniepiG- 
GipniG Uhongua witwwpwGywywi, fin- 
qtinn ti wqquyhG onfiGwptp dSwnuyni- 
oped Yn Uwinnignith wikG wwphph ta 
utnh Utn fiuynbGuyhgGkpnia: 

Uyu pninphG@ fun Yn ytunyhokGp Uwn- 
UnukngnihG Juoupp’ «h°Gs RuwumnigwGku 
SEpngn, Uann pninn psp prws pupni- 
poiwin yrnfuwnka: Oplnipiwh pudwhpn 
yhunh wnitd n Shnng wintin whnp 
Ywlstku»: OpYyniyebwG pudwp* Gnp niju- 
wh pudwp, gipwqnyG uppny ne Gnippni- 
Uh pudwG E: UG upptg viq te wn w- 
ULG hGy: Uap wy, UGnn ufpny jkgniws' 
Un GnipptGp wikG pay: Utn whghwyha 
Ut ti Uap waywquyhG fiudwn, Uunniws' 
Utin GpyGuinn uypp, Pp fiwwiunwp- 
UnyehiGin gnyg wniua vaqh: Pp npynhat- 
pnd Yn VGwy 3hpuniu Lphunnuh wnwiwn 
2Gnpfipny fummumuphd udu UGnp: Usp, 
Uuuniwwsd nn yunuwinpnih vkn Ybuli- 
phG mn qnndhG uk: 


UhSubP CUGABSPU (gu. kg 11-EG) 


PwgphG wuwntfinyean niGtiguap tn- 
PuypwuywuG funnpywulygnyeprda niGk Gwyn 
dnnnynipynhG fit, npnGgdk guuntp b- 
Pwhunwughunryekwup jhakgh@ “anp. u. 
QorpmipkwGh, 1. Ukopytoqhwuah ta 3. 
UftwpnGiwGh und Yund, puyg onfi- 
Gwptp uygkpyehadknn hpkGg Gytnt- 
ghha: 

UhuGhh vky uygtyighGp Guta Unu- 
Wpwypny Ufpwugkhw, Cytnkginy fingkinn 
wykup’ Ukp. Muaypne Uuhr, UhwGhh 
2wyng Unwetnpnn’ bkne2. S. GuptghG 
Unp. GuquGéiwud ta 2uyyuywd Ywun- 
dupwp’ Nippowyh junwiwuupa ues: U.G- 
Yknwupw te gtpl pGqneGkynyehue quutip 
Ukn pnp uyghynyehtGtipne pGyugphG, 
npnGigtE wyG uiywinpnyehtain nidiguiip 
pt’ UpwGph 15,000-p fuutinn fiwjni- 
php, bp bybntghGknnu, naynng Gkpny 
ka UpwlynypuyhG me wqquyhG yuqiuljtn- 
ynyepiGGkpny, Guyyuywue uypppinph ULy 
tnwGjnid ni punquiwé vwup 4p yuqut: 

Quy Unrtinupudiuyud 2wuuyipp, tte 
Phiny, phy, uw yuyl Gywuwnkyp be onfi- 
Gwptp Gipywynyeha UpG E UpwGihh Suy 
qunnyehG uke: Spunwuh Juouptpn’ «Uh 
Uwjudun, wqwunhy fiow, yuuigh 4kp 
fiuynp fiuéigui np Mugquinpnyehap at- 
qh wnwy», yuungwéopkai ynawG ninnmhy 
Gw'ta UpwGhh uy Uatan. GytntghhG, 
nnd wnwoetnpyGkpka me wdnwudtipla 
puGhgu wiqui jubghGp fintikuyp.- 
«UtGp waluwpfwgnwyudontt fitnn. ifip 
wy, qurnnyeGtnk mt tytnkghGtnk: Uw- 
YuyG Y'mqkGp w2juupfugnht ukp pninn 
tnpuynGipnid fii fumnprnwghy nt yu- 
wip fuunwuiunty: Auwnh wroptitip hnw- 

pm fudwp, prewkghip brunt fitin tt 
Ywpkyh bywspG yup ywduu wygt tap 
qhpwp:» 

Unuunpwypwyka YbpunwndwyE bunp, 
wyuon, wuk dwuvwGwy ake wikjh qo- 
pump Ykpyny Yn qquud fimjyuyuti ne 
pphuunGkuywG wyl yYuwknn npnfip, 
finginy ne upmny vow Up wwii viq 
bpwpnt wyfuwpfih np waypadkpm ube 
wy quiGnibypnt pypwiip: 


OBITUARIES 


THE REV. ARAM HADIDIAN 

The Rev. Aram Hadidian was born in 
1896, in Aintab, Turkey. After graduat- 
ing from the School of Religion in 
Athens, Greece, in 1926, he assumed 
the pastorate of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church of Bitias (Mussa Dagh), 
Syria. In 1939 when the province of Is- 
kandarun was annexed to Turkey, Rev. 
Hadidian accompanied his people to 
Anjar, Lebanon, where he continued 
his pastoral ministry until 1947. The 
“Nor Marash” Church in Beirut was his 
last congregation to serve from 1947 
until his retirement in 1965, after which 
he served as pastor at large and as pre- 
sident of the Evangelical Community 
Council in Lebanon. 

The Rev. Aram Hadidian died in 
March 19, 1981 at the residence of his 
son Dr. Henry Hadidian in Munster, 
Indiana, where the Rev. and Mrs. 
Hadidian were residing since 1975, 
when they came to the U.S. from 
Lebanon. The Funeral services which 
were officiated by the Rev. Barkev 
Darakjian, were held on March 23, at 
the Westminister Presbyterian Church 
in Munster, Indiana. 

In accordance with the wish of the 
Hadidian family, donations in lieu of 
flowers were designated for the Rev. 
Aram Hadidian Fund established with 
the AMAA. 

The Board of Directors and the offic- 
ers of the AMAA join in praising God 
for the devoted life and fruitful ministry 
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of the Rev. Aram Hadidian, extending, 
at the same time, their profound sym- 
pathies to the Hadidian, Khachadurian 
and Hasserjian families. 

The following is a testimonial by the 
Rev. Assadur Sadakian of Burlingame, 
Calif., a colleague and long time associ- 
ate of the late Rev. Hadidian. 

I have known the Rev. Aram Hadid- 
ian since 1926 when he graduated from 
the School of Religion of Athens and 
came to Aleppo to serve as the assistant 
pastor of the Bethel Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Church. In those days thousands of 
Armenian refugees had found their re- 
fuge in Aleppo. These refugees went 
through all kinds of hardships — unem- 
ployment, malnutrition, diseases, 
poverty. Hopelessness and anxiety was 
the mood of all the people who lived in 
mud huis or shacks. It was in these cir- 
cumstances that Aram Hadidian, a tall, 
educated, communicative and appeal- 
ing young man came on the scene to 
commence his pastoral ministry as the 
assistant of the Rev. Garabed Ketenjian, 
Pastor of the Bethel Church. 

I have had the privilege of knowing 
the Rev. Hadidian in two different capa- 
cities: as the son of a family of his con- 
gregation and also as a minister of the 
Gospel and a colleague in the field of 
the Union of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in the Near East. The follow- 
ing is my impressions about the Rev. 
Hadidian as I knew him during my 
many years of association with him. 

In the first place, I have known the 
Rev. Hadidian as a leader of great ad- 
ministrative qualities and organizing 
capacities. The Bethel Church which 
was known as the “Church of the 
Camp,” had only one hall which served 
as a school and a worship center. Dur- 
ing the weekdays the hall was divided 
with curtains to make up classrooms 
and on Sundays the curtains were drawn 
aside for worship service. The Rev. Ha- 

didian began his ministry under these 
circumstances. Nevertheless he didn’t 
lose hope. He worked hard and with 
the minimum facilities available he or- 
ganized all the activities of the church 
capably. Along with his pastoral duties 
he also organized the school and always 
cooperated with the principal to improve 


the teaching system and the life of the 

students. 

The Church of the Camp had a Christ. 
fian Endeavor Society but the Rev. 
Hadidian further organized it and 
turned it into an interesting place for the 
youth. Every week he organized special 
lectures for the youth at which time he 
invited intellectuals, directors of schools, 
doctors or community leaders to Present 
scientific, cultural, social or moral themes 
to the youth. In those days, these acti- 
vities were regarded as unique events in 

the entire Armenian community of 
Aleppo. I have to mention also that the 
Rev. Hadidian gave special attention to 
the Christian education of children and 
adolescents. He organized a_ large 
Sunday School which was attended by 
hundreds of children. He also encouraged 
Christian young men and women to be 
involved in the activities of the Sunday 
School, thus introducing them to the 
work of the church. Personally, I was in- 
troduced to church work by the invita- 
tion of the Rev. Hadidian to assume the 
teaching of a Sunday School class. 

In the second place I knew the 
Rev. Hadidian as a minister who always 
had a special place in his heart for the 
younger generation. He always loved 
the youth and understood them. His 
loving personality always appealed to 
the youth who were often invited to his 
home for friendly get-togethers. It was 
certainly his special relationship with the 
younger generation that led so many 
young men to get into the ministry. 


flock. Early in the formative years of the 

Armenian community of Ainjar, when 

the people suffered from diseases, mal- 

nutrition and lack of housing, the Rev. 

Hadidian initiated and completed the 

construction of the Armenian Evangeli- 

cal Church of Ainjar thus erecting a 

center of faith, hope and consolation for 

the suffering people. 

When the Rev. Hadidian assumed 
the pastorate of the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Church of Nor Marash, Beirut, he 
again proved his outstanding qualities 
as a leader of administrative abilities. 
First he completed the construction of 
the parsonage which had started during 
my pastorate; and then he expanded 
the school building and raised the former 
elementary school to high school level. 

Before I end this short testimony to 
Aram Hadidian, I have to highlight also 
his humble, refined, appealing and 
peaceful personality. Even in the most 
adverse situations, he maintained an 
even temperament and avoided hurting 
anybody. 

Persistence, zeal and conscientious- 
ness were some of the other qualities of 
the Rev. Hadidian. These, along with his 
administrative abilities and dedication 
made him a servant of God worthy of 
his calling, who in addition to his pastor- 
al ministry served the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Union of the Near East as 
Moderator, Chairman of the Executive 
Council and Community leader. 

The Reverend Garabed Tilkian states 
the Rev. Hadidian was ordained in Bitias 
Indeed, during his pastoral ministry of in 1938, served all the churches in the 
six years at the Bethel Church, nine area-Ekizolouk, Keurkune, Kessab-, 
young men chose to study theology and married Gayda Hasserjian with whom 
became pastors, Personally, I owe the he established a happy home and a 
choice of my vocation to three precious family of three children and concludes 
souls one of which was the Rev. Hadid- with this testimony: “I had deep respect 
ian who had a great influence on my for my colleague because he was a man 
spiritual life. of common sense with unflinching 

In the third place, the Rev. Hadidian courage and dedication. He worked 
Was a pastor of special abilities to initiate hard and under adverse circumstances. 
the construction of churches and schools Truly he was a faithful soldier of Christ 
two of which are the Armenian Evangeli- and His Kingdom. Who shall replace 
cal Churches of Nor Marash and Ainjar, him? Who among the young generation 
Lebanon. shall choose the Christian Ministry”? 

In 1939, when the Armenian popula- THADDEUS “DICK” CHAMALIAN 
tion of Musa Dagh immigrated to Ainjar,” Thaddeus D. Chamalian was born on 
Lebanon, the Rev. Hadidian accom- August 17, 1909 in New Jersey, a son 
panied the people of his Bitias Church of the late Mr. & Mrs. M. Chamalian 
and went through all the suffering of his who were among the founders of the 
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Armenian Evangelical Church of New 
York. 


After the example of his parents, Dick 
Chamalian lived a devoted Christian 
life. He served as a parish visitor and an 
active member in various Presbyterian 
and Methodist churches in Leonia and 
Hackensack, N.J., and Mansfield and 
East Liverpool, Ohio. He died at the 
age of 71, on December 15, 1980 in the 
Ohio Valley Hospital in East Liverpool, 
Ohio. Memorial services were held at 
the First United Methodist Church with 
the Rev. Donald Shank officiating. 

Surviving are three daughters, Mrs. 
Henry (Laura) Sheets at home, Mrs. 
Ellis (Susan) Firth of Christiansted, St. 
Croix, Virgin Islands, and Mrs. Virginia 
O’Connor of Millersville, Pa.; a son, 
Malcolm of Lincoln Park, N.J.; a sister, 
Mrs. James (Zabelle) Lachinian of Mans- 
field; a brother, Archie of Cresskill, N.J., 
and nine grandchildren and one great- 
grandchild. 

The following is a testimonial of Pastor 
Donald R. Shank of the First United 
Methodist Church which Mr. Chamal- 


ian attended: 
When Dick came to us as Parish 


Visitor on September 1, 1978, no one 
really anticipated the kind of impact he 
would have on our congregation. In 21/4 
quick years he taught us much about 
Christian living, by his example and his 
verbal challenge. Dick was a hard, ener- 
getic worker. In his first four months 
here, he made 710 calls, on members 
of our church and prospects. Once a 
month he visited the nursing homes and 
shut-in members. When I would be on 
vacation, he made hospital calls and 
recorded Inspiration Line. I can’t begin 
to count the numerous times he’d say to 
me “What would you like me to do? 
How can I help lighten your load?” He 
worked with our youth in. “Choral 
Speaking,” he supervised the planting 
of the “Pentecost Geraniums,” he direct- 
ed the “Last Supper Tableau,” he record- 


ed the Worship attendance of every 
church member. He was a disciplined, 
organized member of our staff. I don’t 
think he knew what it meant to be part- 
time. Someone said, Dick moved in two 
gears; fast and faster. 
You have described him with words 
like: enthusiastic, friendly, compassion- 
ate, challenging, joyful, scholarly, 
thoughtful, hard-working, stubborn, faith- 
ful, dedicated, loving. He often said 
the reason he worked so hard for the 
Lord was because he felt he had wasted 
so much of his life, until he became a 
Christian in 1962. Not that he believed 
in working your way into heaven. That 
was by God’s grace, coupled with your 
faith. He was just grateful for all that 
God had done for him. When I asked 
on the Sunday following his death how 
many of the 300 worshipper's homes he 
had been in, 99% must have raised their 
hands. 

Dick Chamalian was a rare and beau- 
tiful person; a (and I use these words 
carefully) Christ-like Christian. He has 
left his mark here. God be praised for 
allowing our paths to cross. 

The AMAA wishes to extend its 
heartfelt sympathies to the children and 
close relatives of Thaddeus Chamalian 
and express its appreciation for the 
Memorial gifts received. 


AZNIF KIRAKOSSIAN ETINOFF 
Due to certain reasons beyond our 
control, we were not able to report in 
time the passing away of Mrs. Aznif Kira- 
kossian Etinoff of Beirut, Lebanon which 
occurred in July, 1980. ' 
Mrs. Etinoff was born in Antioch in 
1909. She was a graduate of the Nursing 
School of the American University Hos- 
pital of Beirut, where she served in vari- 
ous capacities for nearly 20 years. Mrs. 
Etinoff was a tireless worker in a num- 
ber of charitable and women’s organiza 
tions in Beirut where she spent most of 
her life. She died after a long and Ee 
ful illness on July 9, 1980. The funera 


services were held at the University 


Chapel of the American University of 
Beirut, Lebanon. Tribute in nee 
memory of Mrs. Etinoff was paid by 


numerous friends and _ relatives from 
Beirut and other countries. 


Mrs. Aznif Etinoff is survived by her 
husband Nedko, by her sister Mariam 
and brothers, Guiragos and Murad Kira- 
kossian of France, to whom the Board 
of Directors and the Executive Director 
of the AMAA extend their belated but 


deep sympathies. 


VIOLET E. HARONIAN 

Violet E. Haronian was born on De- 
cember 23, 1896 in Mikhalitch, current: 
ly called Karajabey, Turkey. She died 
on May 3, 1981 at Ocean Grove, New 
Jersey, where she had been residing 
since 1969. She was the widow of 
Frank J. Haronian, a former Captain in 
the U.S. Army, who after his retirement 
from the army taught French at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina and at Morris 
High School, New York City. 0 

Mrs. Haronian, daughter of Hatchi 
and Pauline Elmayan, attended pe 
American Missionary Boarding Schoo 
at Boursa, Turkey. She and her many 
schoolmates gathered together in a 
1930’s to establish the Brousa Schoo 
Girls’ Club for the purpose of cee 
funds to pay for the education of oe y; 
worthy Armenian children. As secre a 
of the Club, Mrs. Haronian played a 
vital role in keeping the Club members 
fied and in the fund-raising cam- 
paigns. When it was obvious that the 
Club could no longer function due to 
the demise of the majority of its mem- 
bers the Club’s philanthropic work was 
given over to the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America, Inc., where the 
Brousa School Girls’ Club Endowment 
Fund was established. The annual in- 
come of the Fund provides scholarship 


uni 


to needy students. : ; 
Mrs. Haronian is survived by a sister, 


Mathilde E. Giridlian of Altadena, Calif.; 
sons, Frank and Paul Haronian; and 
granddaughters, Grace and Joyce Haron- 
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ian. Mrs. Haronian was interred with 
her husband at Cedar Grove Cemetery 
in Flushing, Queens, New York. 

The Board of Directors and officers of 
the AMAA extend their heartfelt con- 
dolences to her family and friends and 
acknowledge the generous Memorial 
gifts received which have been added to 
the Brousa Girls’ Club Endowment 


Fund. 


The AMAA Board of Directors extend 
their heartfelt condolences to the 
families of the deceased through the 
medium of the AMAA NEWS. 

*Mr. John Asder, Sr. 
Laguna Hills, CA 
*Mrs. Yevnige Arslanian 
Chicago, IL Sept. 3, 1980 
*Mr. Thaddeus D. Chamalian 
East Liverpool, OH Dec. 15, 1980 
Mr. Vartan Yazejian 
Bloomfield Hills, MI Jan. 22, 1981 
*Mr. David Bahoudian 
Toronto, Canada 
Mrs. Rose Krikorian 


Feb. 15, 1981 


Fresno, CA Feb. 26, 1981 
Mr. Edward S. Edwards 
Bronx, NY March, 1981 
*Dr. Mihran Chapian 
Providence, RI March 7, 1981 
Mrs. Perusa Boyajian 
Arlington, MA March 8, 1981 
*Rev. Aram Hadidian 
Munster, IN March 19, 1981 


°Mrs. Zarouhi Shoushanian 
Cranston, RI March 25, 1981 


*Mrs. Meline Tiryakian 


Miami, FL March 25, 1981 
Mrs. Edward S. Edwards 
Bronx, NY April, 1981 
Mr. Aram Jamgotchian 
CA April, 1981 
*Mr. Leon K. Sapsuzian 
Loudonville, NY April, 1981 
Miss Gladys Avakian 
Los Angeles, CA April 2, 1981 
Mrs. Ida Marie Barsam 
Glendale, CA April 2, 1981 
Mr. Ara Arakelian 
Fresno, CA April 3, 1981 
Mrs. Arousiag Siwaslian 
Elmhurst, NY April 3, 1981 
*Mrs. Violet E. Haronian 
Ocean Grove, NJ May 3, 1981 
°Mrs. Pailoun Missirlian 
Alhambra, CA May 7, 1981 


*Memorials were designated for AMAA. 


BE AN ANGEL: SAVE THE 
AFFLICTED IN LEBANON 


News from Beirut is not good (see “Lebanon Update” on 
page 7 of this issue), Schools are closed; cellars are used for 
safety; unemployment is rampant; some have died and 
many Injured, This is the summation uf repurts from our top 
leaders in Belrut. 

Mrs. Ellen Sagherian, wife of pastor Hagop Sagherian 
and secretary in charge of our Child Education Sponsorship 
Program, writes the following story: 

‘I suppose you are thinking of what happened to us. Well, 
on Thursday, April 2, at 11 a.m. suddenly shelling started 


and shops closed down, schoo! children were taken down to « 


shelters, children crying, teachers and parents panicking, 
Parents running to the schools to get their children safely 
home thinking that the shelliny may continue for days, non- 
stop, as it did in October '78. 

“Parked cars are burned and destroyed. Rockets land in 
busy streets killing and wounding people. 

“The ladies of the 4 churches were having a joint prayer 
meeting of Lent in Amanos, Dora church, when the shelling 
started. Those from the west got into their bus and it took 
them 3 hours to reach safely home as they had to wait in the 
bus for 14/2 hours in a traffic jam, not being able to move. 
The rest of us sheltered in the school basement with the 
children and as ve shelling subsided we were able 10 come 
home safely. One 4 year old girl from Nor Marash school 
was killed and the brother wounded as the father was driving 
them home. Another Lebanese school gir! was cut into two 
Pieces near our home as she was going home, Some 
schools were unable to send the children home safely so 
they kept them overnight in the basement. 

“Risking their lives, people jam into cars and escape into 
the mountains. The streets are deserted and Beirut looks 
like a ghost town. Thase remaining are hiding in basements. 
We and the Manoogians are staying here in the basement of 
the house. The shelling has not been as bad as the "78 Oct. 
was but if isn’t very far from us either, Thank you for your 
Prayers. | am hoping to send this letter with a traveller,” 

Caught in the middle of these tragic hostilities, survival 
remains a problem! Would you like to consider sending a 
contribution to our Lebanon Emergency Fund? This is the 
right time, The full amount of your gift will be transmitted for 
emergency relief. 


Association of America 
140 Forest Avenue 


Paramus, NJ 07652 


MR JACK TOROSIAR 
666 WEST 207th ST 


JULY 4TH PICNIC 


Sponsored by 


Haigazian College Ladies Auxiliary 
of 
Haigazian College Eastern Committee 


on 


SATURDAY, JULY 4, 1981 
at the 


AMAA / ARMENIAN PRESBYTERIAN 


CHURCH COMPLEX 
140 Forest Ave., Paramus, N.J. 


Serving from 1-5 p.m. 


Donation: $10.00 Adults 
$ 5.00 Children under 12 


Direction 


Route 4 West from George Washington Bridge: 
and 
Route 4 East from Route 17, 


Exit at Forest Avenue and proceed half a mile North to 
AMAA/APC Complex on right 
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